Becoming an Animist
JR. Faine

Part Nine

Animism and human crcations——tcchnologg, art, waste, ctc.

T}‘nere is no reason to assume that the things that modern humans do—
creating technologg, making scientific discoveries, trying new social systems,
Creating new forms of art, and so on—are not of interest to the other-than-
human persons who are affected in their creation, who are often created or

modified, or otherwise Positive19 or negatively affected through our actions.

W}vcn we extract metals from ore, for cxamP]e, we end up with a lot of the
material matrix wasted, &isrespccte&. Put the atoms of the metal have been
brought into a state that has never existed before, and it is entirelg Possible that
those other~that~human~Persons of that metal, created through human
tecl*mologg, wish to Participatc in what it is us human persons are cloing, to
crcativcly exPeriencc somcthing new, to see what can be done with this H:e,

other thanjust accepting the way things are and not altering them.

After all, when we take a rock and chip itinto a Projectile Point or other
tool, we are wasting Par‘c of the rock to create a tool. T}wat rock may have
agreed that “5ou can chip off Part of me to make another Par‘c of me into a too],
so that | may take part ina relationsl’lip with you, and with those that you hunt
and consumeasomething that my kind has never done before the human lineage

arose.”

]t’s been about ) million years that humamtgpe persons have been doing
this, and Probablg longer with sticks and bones and unchipped rocks and
suchlike that don’t survive well in the archeologica] record. Put whg should we
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expect that those things we moclhcg and use would not be persons, and would

necessarilg object to our using them?

]t may be that the other “’chings” we create also become other-than-
humampersons. What is so different between Haking a Piece of obsidian and
excavating native copper orgold, and mo!ding it into decorations or tools, and
c{oing so with other materials that may take even more effort from the “natural”
state to the modified state, such as extracting iron ore and smelting it? A

difference in degree, certain]g, but harc”y in kind.

Qur created “things,” are still made of matter and Per}waps the immaterial
things that we animists Posit, and therefore become “new” sPirits. |n some
traditions, weapons and masks and other manufactured items have their own
personages, their own voice, and so on. So whg not our Plastic bags and cars

anc] comPuters?

Sure, animism applies to Plastic bags, or angtlﬁing else that’s Produced bg
humans or other-than-humans for their own use out of other “other-thans.”
After all, beavers cut down and use trees not on|9 forfood, but to build their

lodges and dams, which then become sPirits on their own.

A” kinds of animals and birds build nests, some animals digging into the
soil to do so——things that affect other beings to create things that thcg need for

themselves. And all animals eat other creatures, either Plants or animals.

We Produce thingsﬁtakc Por’cions of other beings, often while wasting or
setting aside much of them, often with little or no respect—to create new bcings

t!ﬂat have a PurPosc.
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As faras ] can te”, those created persons want to be used and useFul, to
do thejob theg’ve been created For, to be resPected and honored for their
service. Mang cars ccrtain!g do. So does my computer, T}‘:at we WE]RD
humans don’t do a goodjob of respecting our tools, etc., is our Prob]em, and it's
no wonder that we get ill and hurt etc., while using our created other-than-human

PCFSOF\S.



