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Fart Eight

Logic and animism

WEIRD People insist that everyone use !ogic.

Evergonc does use logic. There arcjust different kinds of logic, and
logic built on different assumPtions. What W IRD Peop]e want is everyone to
use the form of binarg, true-of-false, logic that was created }33 the classical
Grecks, and refined over the last 2,500 years or so, esPccia”y the last 500

years.

T hat form of Iogic has three basic rules or laws, which make it Particu]arlg
useful in reasoning about certain kinds of conditions and certain kinds of
Propositions. T}‘:ese laws are the laws of ]dentitg, Non-contradiction, and the
Excluded Middle. Thus, itis hcavily structured to deal with either-or

Propositions, even tlﬂough much of rea]ity is not so clear-cut.

T here are some other assumptions that also go into WIEIRD logic, some
of which are more acceptc& than others. Assumptions such as:

~there is nothing begond the materia];

~that we can onlg know about rea]itg tlﬂrough our senses or those devices
we can create to extend our senses;

~that individual cxpcricnce is not knowleclge, but things that can be
independently detected and measured bg others forms the basis of true
lmow]cclgc; and
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~that mathematics is the best way to describe rea]it}j (so much so that

some assert that rea]ity ]5 mat}‘;ematical, notjust that it’s useful in
describing realitg).

And there are some other assumptions:

~the !ogic we use aPP]ies evergwhere in the universe;

~the laws of nature we construct applg cvergwhere in the universe;

~that statistica”g, the central tcndcncy of data is where the meaning hes,
not in the distribution and the outliers. T hat latter aPPlies to the Point
that if a miracle were detected, it would either be tossed from the analgsis
because it was unique) orincluded with certain modifications, which would

result in a distortion in results.

WIIRD thinking is mostlg about dichotomies: true/False, either/or;
eitherx orY, but not both at the same time. | he law of ]c]entitg states that

things have a nature, and ONLY ON[ nature——theg cannot be two different
things at the same time. And each tl’ming can onlg be that one tlﬁing: Ais AL Alis

NOT Not~A, and Not~A i1s not A

T he law of non-contradiction says that A cannot be Not-A at the same

time and in the same sense

Third is the | aw of the Excluded Middle. Any given thing is eithcrA or
Not-A,; it is not Possible for something to be A and Not-A at the same time, or

even Partia”g A and Not-A\.

Thcse three assumptions are basic to classical WIIRD logic. [However,
in WE]RD P!’)ilosoplﬂg, there are forms of logic that see three Possible truth

values, such as truefalse/indeterminate. | here is also intuitional logic, which
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replaces the truth values (true/?a!se) withjus’chcied/wqawed, with some forms
inc]uding the oPtion of indeterminate, based on whether or not there is

sufficient evidence to suPPort the ProPosition.

There are also forms of logic that see more than three Possib]e truth
va]ues, and in fact, some of these logic models abandon the idea of truth
altoget}‘ser in much the same way as intuitional logic. All these multivariate logics
work }33 abandoning to some c{egree one or more of the three laws that govern

binarg Iogic. Some are based in Probabilitg, or Partial membership in sets.

[~ ven though these alternative forms of logic have been c]eveloped) they
are not wi&clg recognizccl or used. Almost cvcrgthing about Western society is
based on aPPlication of binary 1ogic.

Put binarg logic is not how animists think. Theg see things as }Deing able
to have multiple identities at the same time, to thus be contradictoxy in some

senses, to be to some degree both X and Y—what to WE]RD Pcop]c are

mutua”g exclusive sets—at the same time.

And thus, animistic reasoning is based in a different form of logic than the
dominant \Western mode, but is very similar to these alternative logics
(intuitional, mu]tivalucd, Fuzzg, for example>. Fcrsona”y, Pm most familiar with

]:uzzg Logic, and it works for me as an animist.

Spirit is a {:uzzg set. Awareness is anothcr?uzz\g set. As is Personhooc’.
Or Iiving. Orinanimate. | herefore, {:uzzy logic aPPIics when we talk about {:uzzg
sets. |n animism, we do not exclude the midc”e; things are notjust either/or—the

either/oris almost alwags only in our minds, not in the tzﬁings themselves.
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In fact, where we draw boundaries around things is often within our minds
and our ianguage, not in the nature of the ti‘iings themselves. 50 instead of X is
X and Yis Y, X and Y can blend into each oti*ner, so that some ti*nings may in
reaiitg be XY more or less equa”g, or in some combination, and not X or Y
aPar’c. X and Y separatel}j are sPeciai cases of XY

Ti‘iis is rareig icorma”g recognizeci 139 Practicing inciigenous animists,
because few inciigcnous cultures have formalized their thougi‘it patterns; it's
Perhaps onig noticeable to a W™ [RD person whois trying to become an
animist. o, this is not necessariig the way others think or talk about animism,

but it makes PowerFui sense to me.

Graham f’“]arvcg finds Powcrpui tools in WE]RD Piﬁilosopiﬁy, inciuding

Post~mociernism, which Provide viewPoints and ideas that may be useful in
understanding animism, at least for some WIEIRD Peopie. | see where he’s
going with it, but | find | rea”g dont agree...or at ieast, | don't see that it’s

neccssary.

[e talks about Piuraiism versus monism versus dualism. [ e worries about
the (Cartesian Gap. [Te discusses ‘alterities’ and ‘identities’ and other things
that inciigenous animists seem to never talk about. But if it works for some, then
] am encouragcd bg the effort. Aicter a”, f"]arveg is another WE]RD person
who is trying to learn how to be an animist in a modern WIIRD society. So, if
it works for him and others, | rea”g dorn’t have a Problem with there being

Postmodern animists.

T here of course are other ways to understand animism——cer‘cainlg, the
many Practitioners in their various cultures each have their own Pcrspectives. [t's

not like there is a wrong way and a right way, but it becomes easier to
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understand animism if we move away from the \Western ]anguage and concepts,
which often make it difficult to conceive—or even Perceive—the nature of

animism.

Thinking n Fuzzg sets helps me do so. Stepping away from the Western
sets with the excluded middle allows us to be very inclusive in what we consider
to be persons, and it becomes easier to compre}‘nenc{ the nature of animism when

we do this.



