Becoming an Animist
JR. Faine

Fart Five
Rclationships

Animists believe that we can enter into re!ationships with both other
human persons, and other-than-human persons, to help ensure we can eat, and
use, and not be eaten, or used. Or if we are eaten or used, that we know the

rules of the relationship.

(Graham f"]arvcg, in his An/\n/mllst/\//an/}[csto, says, “KReasons are best
worked out in relationship - espccia”g ifjgou are ]ooking for reasons to eat
someone — or hcgou are looking for reasons not to be eaten.” Rcspcc’mcul
persons try to work out these details as equals; theg establish a relationship and

maintain it.

Frankla, the way WE]KD culture carries out its relationships with its
Pr@cerrccl food and other resources is not resPcc‘mCu]: we take, we do not give n
return. \We dor’t ask what, if we were in the Position of the food or resource,
what we might want, how we might Pre?er to be treated. We should Probablg
think about that.

“Kespcc‘c means being cautious and constructive,” Harvey says. This
means as animists, we need to show resPect. How? ] suggest several ways:
59 giving deference to.
Bg giving consideration to.
}53 giving ghcts to.
Bg ]eaving alone.
59 speaking/singing the Praises of.
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Bg asking Permission) and not imposing if the answer is no.
59 seriously Considering the request, and giving a thoughhcul
response.
Bg working together to solve a common Prob]em thatis mutua”g

acceptab!e, not trying to cheat or imPose on the others.

Harveg goes on to say, “You dor’t have to hug every tree to show them
respect but you mig]‘nt have to let trees grow where they wi”—gou might have to
move your telephone lines or greenhouse; You might have to build that road
away from that rock or that tree. Hugging trees that you don’t know may be
rude — try introducing 9ourselF first”

]s hugging a human person without Pcrmission an okay behavior?
Deﬁnite]g not. Hugging other beings) or doing other things that YOU might
think is an accePtable way to express respect, is poor etiquette. Thatis, is it
not resPechCul, and it does not show humilitg. Yes, you should respect, and P]an

on avoiding imPosing on others—and hcgou have to, ask for Permission. Feriod.

So, carefu”g Plan your road, the route for your power or Phone lines,
your contact with other persons. And ifgou must, then and onlg then ask hcyou
may imPose. Magbe i}cgou make a ghct) hcgou can have Permission; and then
behave in accordance with the response. Discusscd that earlier in the section

on respect.

Put that isn’t how the W |IRD People work: if it has no mind, or no voice

that we can recognize, it has no rights and deserves to be treated as scparate

“things.” ‘Theg’ are not persons, not People: ‘theg’ are soulless automatons, or
even inanimate matter, and we humans can do with them as we like. ‘They’ are

property, i that.
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] did mention humilitg carlier) didmt l? We need to have and Practice
humi]ity, and Practice respect, and at least try to create a relationskip with those

persons we must interact with and depend on.

Harveg also focuses on an imPortarxt aspect of animism, that life is not
understood }35 many n Wes‘cern culture. “Just because the world and the
cosmos is full of life does not make it a nice and casy Place to live. | ots of
persons are quite umcriendlg to others.” | discussed this some in the section on

respect, and it underlies the section on humilitg as well.

T his truth that life is hard (as in the biologg and eco]ogg of life, not the
socio]ogy of our society) is somet}‘:ing that WE]RD Pcoplc do need to ]carn,
because many of them have no actual experience with nature and have no idea
how it actua”g works. | he environment is tough, and life is tough, and bad
things haPPen sometimes. (Yes, W IRD society is hard, too, for most humans,
but that is a different discussion...a]though it does have to do with respect and
humi]ity, as we”.)

At the same time, life is amazing and beautiful and goocl things haPPen
sometimes. | he goodness of the good things are made 5harPer 59 the bad, and

vice versa.

| ifeisa conflict of needs, which means that some persons get caten and
others getto do the cating.‘.and no one rea”9 gets off scot-free. Evergonc dies
<tv<tntua”9J and even hcgou as an individual get through without bcing eaten to
old age, you will evcntua”g die, and you know others ofgour kind will become

food for other kinds of persons.
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| ife is always tough, but W JRD People have pretty much managed to
disconnect themselves from nature and way of life—we’ve isolated ourselves,
think we're above, better) seParated, or whatever. W]_:__]KD Peop]e need to be
educated about how life is for other persons, whether non-WEJRD humans or

other»thamhuman Persons.

Another \/\/E]KD idea, reflected }33 Harvcg, is that persons dor’t like
those theg eat. Franklg, the rea!ity is that Preclators like their prey, want them to

be fat, haPPﬂ’ and P]enthcul. Theg genera”g do not wish to cause distress when
theg take the Preg’s ]hce, but it is inevitable that there will be some Pain and
discomfort. T hat’s whg these persons enter into relationships, so that the

reciProca] nature can be acknowledged and reinforced.

Yes, lot of persons dont like/are umcriencng toward others, but
indifference is bg far the most common sort of relationship, and dislike and like
are rare states, for those in Probably the closest relationships. Put again, it'’s

about respect, and humi]itg, and intcrdependence. [tis not about likes and
dislikes.



