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Fart Four
Humilitg

]r: his AnAm’tmﬁst/\/fan/}[esto, rﬂaweg hits upon another concept central
to animism: that human persons need to have some humilitg, in their relations with

other humans, and in relation with the other-than-human persons.

| ook, humans do things that aPParently no other sPecies on [ arth have
ever done, at least in this dimension: we use languagc to tell stories and
communicate abstract information. We humans also manipulate the material
world to a dcgrec that no other sPecics ever has, that we are aware of. f"] umans
started doing this }33 regular19 using sticks and rocks and bones as tools magbe

as long as 3 million years ago, magbe much longer.

Since many other species have been observed using tools, magbe human
persons weren’t the first to do so—but the evidence so faris that we do so to a
c]egree that no other species on this Planct has ever done, and we've been doing
so for c]uite a while. Which is not to say that sPecies on other worlds havent
done this, too——jus‘c that we’re rea”y on]g aware right now of what’s happcncd on
this world.

Put even if it is true that we are the on]}j ones [ R and NOW to be

c]oir\g these wondrous things, does that give us the right to lord it over the

otlﬂcr~than~human Pcrsons wit!ﬁ w!ﬂom we share the world?

In fact, even if we are the ONLY ONE.S IN THE ENTIRE
UNIVERSFE, INALL DIMENSIONS, FVER to be doing these
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wondrous manipulations of thought and materia]) would that imPute some rigi*it

to lﬁuman Persons to behave as assholes to everyone else we encounter?

] think that some WE]RD Peop]e would argue yes, or at least not argue
no. Animists would cieiciniteig argue “NO.

We have giicts that we have been granted, whether 59 cieitg or evolution or
some other manner. Our abilities are ours, however ti‘iey came about. \/\/e have
these skills and talents and qualities...and we have responsibilities in relation to

those giiCts.

We need to have humiiitg, because those abilities are not rea”y our doing,

and it can all go away.

We need to act responsib]g, respec’n%”gJ and to use our giicts wiselg,
because there are other persons we have to live with on this I~ arth; we ignore

them and our rclationsiﬁip with them at our Perii.

Anc] of course, that is a statement of values and not facts. Those are

MY values, as an animist.
[Hubris is aPParcntly a common characteristic of humans.

—Some People think humans are gocis) or nearlg so; at the very Ieast,
sPccia”9 created and intended }33 some deitg/cieities, that we are
therefore sPecial and Priviicgeci among the creatures of [~ arth, and

maybe the universe.
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~50me think that humans are Power'Fu] creatures, who can exercise
control over the rest of nature at least with tecl*mo]ogg, if not with the

power of their mind, or wi”, or sPirit

~-Some think that humans are the universe’s consciousness (divine or

otherwise), and therefore that we are unique and sPecia] in the universe.

~Some think that humans are destined to greatness, to evolve to ever-
greater levels of power and comPrehension, to become deities ourselves

one dag, orto rise to urxhcg with the universal Oneness.

Others, on the other hanc}, rather than putting humans on a metaphorical
Pedcstal, Put us at the lower end of the conccptual sPec‘crum, as lower creatures
living among, the muck and the slime of the universe. Theg think that humans are
among the weaker life forms on the Planet, and Perhaps in the universe
(including other dimensions), that we live in a universe of Fowers, and that we are

sma” and wcak among thOSC FOWCY’S.

[n that construction of our Place in the cosmos, our actions alwags run the
risk of drawing the ire of bigger and more Power?ul beings, including deities, who
can crush us with only little effort, the way humans can crush Peskg individual

gnats or mosquitos.

And, of course, there are many in the middle, where humans are seen
somewhere between the Pirmacle and the basement. |n this construction, we
must also recognize that while humans have recent]g become a dominant Plagcr
in the ecosystems of the [~ arth, we have always been subject to disease, illness,
and even the vagaries of climate. Thcre are known threats to our current

WIEIRD world—spanning civilization. Our tec}mo]ogg and economy might save
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us, but it might not. Frettg gutsy to gamble on that. And whether we survive or
not, our acting without humilitg will end up harming lots of persons, both human
and other-than-human. [t already has; it is not inevitable that we continue to do

SO.

M9 unclerstancling of animism strong]g suggests that persons ought to
Practice humi]itg, And !:)3 Practicc ] do mean Practice,just as ] mean that
persons should Practice resPec‘c. For PCOP!C from a WEIRD backgrouncl, it

doesn’t come natura”g) but it can be learned and cultivated.



