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Kcspe:ct for others

(Graham rﬂaweg (httPs://www.animism.org.uk/) is one of the 1eading
proponents in the New Animism movement. | like what he put together in his &

Animist Manifesto (FAN H‘»ilosophg, Activism, Nature no. 9, 201; found at
https://www.earthbou nc{People.com/wp~content/uPloads/ZO 15,/0%,/An-
Animist~Marxhcesto~6raham~r“1arveq~20‘I 2), csPeciaHg when he talks of the

proper attitude of rcsPect between human persons and other-than-human
persons. | quote his Manifesto in this section (and will do so again in other
sections), and use his thoughts as the basis for a further examination of central

ideas in animism (as | understand it), in this case, the idea of respect.

In the manhcesto, f“larveﬂ first asserts that “all that exists, lives.” For me—
and ] susPec‘c for almost all native English~speal<ers of Wcstem backgroun&_—
that assertion is Problematic, because of the way we assign categories of living

and non~]iving, animate and inanimate.

['m also sure that f"lar\/ey recognizes this. ]t’sjust that manhcestos, bg their
nature, are suPPoscd to be both Forthrig}*st and controversial, eyc~catching.
Harve9 is c]oing it right.

[Tor me, instead of insisting that all is living (w!ﬁich | Persona”g think is a
fine way of describing animism), ]just say that all that exists is worthg of respect,
and 55 Aoing so avoid the Potentia] conflict with non-animist WIIRD Peop]e in
having to argue about whether or not “inanimate” things are 1iving. [t's not

relevant to the toPic of respect.


https://www.earthboundpeople.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/An-Animist-Manifesto-Graham-Harvey-2012
https://www.earthboundpeople.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/An-Animist-Manifesto-Graham-Harvey-2012
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Clearlg, t}‘sough, this concept that evergthing in the universe is at least
Potentia”g—or Partia”g—alive, is something that is difficult for WE]RD PeoPle
to get their minds around. And so | discuss it more in another section. PButin

this section, | talk about one of the central aspects of animism: Respect) and

how it applics to T VERY THING.

Harveg’s Manhcesto Proceeds !:)3 immcdiately aclclressing this keg issue
of my animism: “A” that lives is wor’chg of respect; You dor’t have to like what

you respect; Not liking someone is no reason for not respecting them.”

Yes, all that exists is worthg of respect.

Urxconditiona”g. No exceptions. No ifs, ands, or buts. |t's a high ideal (at
least to WEIRD thinking), butis somcthing that is very different than what

WEIRD Peop]e cxpcricncc. Wc simply dormt do respcct very well: it’s
ALWAYS Cona/hf/ona/; there are ALWAYS ‘hcs) ands and buts’ about

respect in Western culture.

]t may be that way in almost all cultures, too. But from what ] can tc”,

animism is about respect. ront and center.

Harve9 has a good start, as he introduces but doesn’t investigate a

distinction of imPortance—«the difference between RESFECT and
L]K]NG Harveg says you don’t have to m(c what you rcsPcct; you don’t have
to dislike what you respect, either.

Ask 3ourscl1c: how do (or shoulcl) we treat other humans? Do we HA\/E
TO like them? No, and we dont FTAV] TO dislike them, either. And, there
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is of course a third oPtion: not to like or to dislike, but to be indifferent, to be
neutral. ]:ranugj to like or not like is not in any way related to the question of

resPect.

[t seems that not many humans have learned that whether you like, dis]ike,
or are indifferent to others, you can, and Probablg sl’roulcl respect them, and
treat them as persons worthg of respect. Yeah, but some will counter, “Some

People dorm’t deserve respect—theg have to EAKN my rcsPcct.”

Okag) sure. But, when you first meet them, and before 3ou’ve had a
chance to learn whether or not theg deserve resPect or not (ancL {:ranklg, theg

can learn whether or not YOU are wort}wy of respcct}, do you

DISRESFECT PCOP!C? Do you open with disrespect’? And do YOU
EXFECT to be treated with resPect’? Or do you expect to be treated with

c]isrespect until you have to [~ ARN the respect of others? [low is this
suPPosed to work? How has that worked out for gou?

Opening with &isrespcct is rude, it’s /}WPO//L‘(;*. And Franklg, continuing
with c]isrespect, even in the face of rudeness, is impolitc. Allit does is put

interactions into a downward spiral. Nobodg wins that war.

Mg animism strong]g suggests that cveryone_—we”, humans at Ieast——ought
to start }35 Practicing respect as the default Position, esPeciaHy when
encountering someone...or something..ncor the first time. And even after the
i ,OOOth time. Pecause evergthing that exists deserves respect, animists extend

this Presumption of rcsPect to all other Personsﬁhuman or otherwise.

W!’)g would we do this? ] could go all Kantian and talk about the
catcgorical imperative and the like..but that's a W |IRD aPProacH | Prmcer a
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more direct reason, one that is recognized bg virtua”g all cultures around the
world: to treat others as we ourselves want to be treated. ]t’s called ‘bcing

Polite.’

[n another section | discuss humi]itg»—the need for humans to stop viewing
themselves as the be~a”, end-all of existence. Granting respcc’c to others
requires a person (human or other~thaﬂ~}1uman> to at least try to be Eumble, to
recognize that while we have needs and wants that we wish to have {:i”ed, e}
does everyone else. Basing our actions on our Perceivec{ sellC~imPortance makes
it difficult to enter into any sort of respectlcul relationship. Not having humilit}j
certain]g makes it hard to be Polite, hard to be respect{:u].

Mg thouglﬁt is that regarc”ess of whether you likéJ dislike, or are
indifferent, you should at least treat everyone and evergthing with respect.
[T venif you dont rea”9 respect them, and even hcgou domnt have to.

Thfﬂk about it in terms of ‘social caPital’ in human relationships: treating
others with respect serves to develop your own individual as well as a general
social good—wi”. Or think about it in terms oFgame tkeorgz in almost any game
where cooperation is allowed, the winning strategy is to cooperate, to not

cheat..toin Practice resPect the other Plagers.

Nor should you expect that what you respcct should like you. Mostlg,
you should expect others to be indifferent to you, because mostly theg won’t
interact with you. PBut, again, M(ing and disliking and indifference is simplg
irrelevant. We expect to be treated with respect; we should do the same for

otl'lcrs.
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| et me say it again: there are no qualimciersw—EVE_RYONE and
E\/ERYTF”NG deserves resPec‘c. ]t’s still one of the hardest objectives l

strive For, and ] think that there are very few in Westem culture who actua”g

Practice respect forall. Pm working on it, but am nowhere near achieving my goa].

] love where ]"]arveg goes next: “Respecting someone is no reason for not

eating them?”

Eating is not the only thing you might do with someone, but it’s a good
focus Point, because it is the basic fact of being an aﬂimal——although not of all
living things, and certainlg not of inanimate things. We might eat animate
persons (animals, Plants, Fungi, ctc.) but we mig]ﬁt do other things to use other
kinds of persons that they might resent.

Things like cutting them down to turn into houses and furniture and
paper and the like. Or mining them out of the ground, grinc{ing them up and
chcmica”g treating them to extract the small fraction of their person that miglﬁt
be useful to us, while we treat the rest as waste to be unceremoniouslg disposcd

of, which will Probablg &isrespect and harm others.
Someone might be unhappg to be treated with so little respect.

We also must kccp in view that some of the other-than-human persons
out there may want to eat us, or use us for their own purposes. QOur best betis
to treat them with respect, and hopc they do likewise. ] he best way to ensure

that is to respcct them with our behavior.

For WE]RD People, l like to ask them to consider an advanced
alien race that comes to [~ arth. [ Do we want them to treat us with respect? O]C
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course we do. (Neec”ess to say, lot of modern science fiction is Predicatec{ on
just this sort of scenario... War of the Wor/a’s, /ndcpendcnce Daﬂ, and the
Twilight /one episoc{e 7 o0 Serve Man, to name a few.)

What would be signs of respect? We”, theg might make themselves visible,
and contact us bg radio or other signals, waiting to be invited to land on I~ arth.
T}‘neg would ask Politelg how we would like to be treated, and listen to and
accommodate our responses. Theg would respect our rules for living In our own
house (the Planet}...and of course, theg would exPect us to follow the rules in

their house (their vessel, magbe even outer space in general).

Now, how would we like it if tkcg didmt respect us? 589, thcg contacted
us and we negotiated a trcaty...and immcdiatcly thcg violate the treaty. So we
negotiate another treaty...’chis time, not onlg do theg violate the treaty, theg kill a
lot of People in doing so—say bg taking over some of our territory to set up their
own city, or to mine our resources. And it haPPens over and over again, because

we can’t stoP them, and theg dorm’t and wor’t rcspect us.

Oh, does that sound familiar? Yeah, | think so, too. |t's how W IRD
People have dealt with indigenous Peoples evergwhere else on [~ arth: People
who AR N'T Western, [ ducated, lndustrialized, Rich and Democratic.

]n WE]RD culture (and Probablg many other cultures as we”; ]mPeria]
Japan comes to mind, which would have been [T |7 |[RM...the result was a similar
pattern of behavior, however...) respect is conditional, is linked to strength or
power. A ‘natural hierarchy results: those with strcngth, with power, are
deserving of respcct; those without are not. 50me will have some power, and so
deserve limited respect. Thosc with power are free, relative]g, to exploit those

with less Power‘.‘an& those who are denied Personhood at all are givcn no
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regard at all. T hose with a similar level of power must then negotiate or engage

in other interactions to establish a relationship.

That’sjust the Point: WIEIRD isjus’c like those aliens invading our
Planet. Nothing and no one deserves respect, and nothing an no one has any

va]ue, until and unless they (the aliens/WE]KD) decide to value it.

Our 0019 option insuch a system is that we assert our own value—and if
we aren’t strong enough to Protect our own value, we”, from the Perspective of

the aliens/ W IRD, wejus’c aren’t worthg of respect. And it absolutelg
SUCK S to be disrespectec{.

WEIRD PCOPIC would be abso]utely offended bg such disrespcct }39

aliens.



